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BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

Dear Member

A meeting of the LOCAL ACCESS FORUM will be held in THE CONFERENCE 
ROOM, PLAS Y FFYNNON, CAMBRIAN WAY, BRECON LD3 7HP ON 
WEDNESDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER, 2019 AT 2.00 PM when your attendance is 
requested.

Notes:

Tea and coffee facilities will be provided from 1.30pm – please help yourself

It will be assumed that all papers and documents distributed in advance of 
the meeting have been read.

1 WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES - CHAIRMAN 

To receive apologies for absence.

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 8TH MEETING HELD ON 9TH 
JULY 2019 - CHAIRMAN (Pages 3 - 6)

To authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes as a true record of the previous 
meetings

3 MATTERS ARISING NOT OTHERWISE APPEARING ON AGENDA 
- CHAIRMAN 

4 ROWIP UPDATE  -  EIFION JONES 

5 ENABLING NATURAL RESOURCES AND WELL BEING (ENRAW) 
- RICHARD BALL 

Public Document Pack
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6 WATERFALL COUNTRY PROJECT - JAMES LAWRENCE 

7 BBNPA RESTRUCTURE - PAUL SINNADURAI 

8 WELSH GOVERNMENT ACCESS REFORM ADVISORY GROUP - 
EIFION JONES 

9 WELSH LOCAL ACCESS FORUMS CONFERENCE - CHAIRMAN 

10 WELSH GOVERNMENT ADDITIONAL FUNDING - RICHARD 
BALL 

11 ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS - CHAIRMAN 

Any other business as is, in the opinion of the Chairman, of such urgency as to 
warrant consideration.

Any enquiries about this agenda should be addressed to Richard Ball – 
Richard.Ball@beacons-npa.gov.uk 

mailto:Richard.Ball@beacons-npa.gov.uk


Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum 
Unconfirmed Minutes of the 8th Meeting held at 2pm on Thursday 9th July 2019 

at BBNPA Offices, Brecon

Present
Ian Mabberley (IM) - Chairman
Richard Ball (RB) - Secretary
Pam Bell (PB) 
Philippa Cherryson (PC)
Stuart France (SF) 
Siôn James (SJ)

Ian Jenkins (IJ)
Hywel Morgan (HM)
Josie Pearson (JP)
Ruth Pickvance (RP)
Dave Sharman (DS)
Toby Veall (TV)

Observers
Rachel Jarvis (RJ) Natural Resources Wales (NRW)
Fiona Ford (FF) Torfaen CBC/Eastern Valleys LAF
Caroline Ferguson Carmarthenshire CC/Carmarthenshire LAF
Eifion Jones (EJ) Rights of Way Officer BBNPA 
Lisa Lloyd Rights of Way Assistant BBNPA 
Siân Shakespear Project Officer – Public Engagement BBNPA (Item 5)

1. Welcome, Introductions and apologies
IM welcomed members and observers to the meeting. Apologies were received from, Denis 
Murphy, Chris Waterhouse, Debra Hughes, Colin Woodley, Steve Rayner, Kathryn Whitrow, 
Tracy Purnell, Paul Sinnadurai, Hilda Williams and Ruth Rourke (Monmouthshire CC). 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 7th Meeting held on 11th April 2019
The minutes were accepted and the Chairman authorised to sign them as a correct record.

3. Matters arising not otherwise appearing on agenda

BMLUP Rangers - IM confirmed that Darren Harvey had been appointed as Assistant Black 
Mountains Ranger.

Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan – EJ confirmed that the next step for the draft ROWIP 
would be for it to be presented to the BBNPA Policy Forum and then to the Planning, Access 
& Rights of Way Committee.

Llyn y Fan Fach access - RB confirmed that the issue with access at the filter beds was still 
ongoing. IM was disappointed that the issue had still not been resolved. Members agreed that 
the LAF should write to Jonathan Jones, Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW).
SF said that water regulators provide resources for recreation – may be an argument that 
could be used – SF to email IM with the details.
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RB gave an update on the planning application for the expansion of the soft car parking area. 
The application has been withdrawn following objections and would be resubmitted with 
revised plans. 

Rights of Way Consultations – Members agreed to support the recent application to divert 
public footpath no. 17, Community of Tawe Uchaf, Powys.

4. Area Statements

IM welcomed Rachel Jarvis, Senior Natural Resources Planner (Mid Wales) at NRW, to the 
LAF meeting. RJ gave a presentation to members which provided background to the Area 
Statements and outlined the process and emerging themes. RJ explained that there would be 
7 area statements in Wales with Mid Wales being the largest. NRW are currently holding 
workshops throughout the area to engage with partners, LAF members were invited to attend 
the next session to be held in Aberaeron. There would be further meetings arranged in the 
autumn, RJ reiterated that the area statements were an ongoing process and they would be 
reviewing them annually.

IM voiced his concern that BBNP sits within 3 different areas and would potentially have to 
deal with 3 different groups of officers. Members agreed with IM’s concerns and suggested 
that the LAF’s should be more involved in the process. 

FF thought that the process in the South East Area was different from Mid Wales Area and 
suggested the LAF Members may want to attend engagement meetings in Monmouthshire. 
She would provide details of the main contact.

RB agreed to circulate the presentation.

5. BBNP Walks on the Web

IM welcomed SS to the meeting. 
SS explained that the BBNP destination website was being redesigned and as part of this 
process the promoted routes included on the website would be reviewed. Staff were 
currently involved with surveying routes and grading them according to accessibility. A 
selection of easier access routes would also be included on a website called Phototrails which 
allows a much more detailed description of the route including gradients, surface types and 
minimum widths. Along with photographs taken along the trail this will allow users with 
disabilities an opportunity to assess the route for its suitability to their own needs.

Members supported the work and RP suggested the possibility of having an app based version 
of the routes that could be downloaded on a mobile phone and suggested a good example is 
product called ‘Kamoot’. SS said that the main focus is on the website and that they were 
constrained by resources.
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PC added that she would like to see information advising the need for maps and navigation 
skills when on hill walks.

6. Local Development Plan

RB apologised on behalf of Chris O’Brian who was unable to attend the meeting but would 
be happy to speak to individuals or organisations on request. RB read out details of the Local 
development Plan update provided by email. Consultation opened on 4th July 2019 and ends 
on 29th July, details can be found on the BBNPA website.

Funding for access and recreation, heritage and biodiversity enhancements may be available 
through Section106 funding on developments around the 4 main settlements – Brecon, 
Talgarth, Hay on Wye and Crickhowell.

Paul Sinnadurai and Chris O’Brian had suggested that it would be useful to produce a suite of 
speculative projects which should ideally include elements of the areas above.

Any suggestions put forward will be held in readiness if any development is put forward which 
releases section 106 funding.

Any suggestions should be forwarded to RB.

7. Report to PAROW

IM presented the LAF Annual Report to PAROW on 18th June 2019. The report was well 
received and a number of BBNPA Members had questions which IM was able to answer. IM 
thought that it was useful as a way of highlighting the work of the LAF. 

8. National Access Forum Update

SF attended the NAF meeting on 2nd July 2019 as the representative for the Cambrian Caving 
Council he agreed to provide the LAF members with an update. SF talked members through 
the presentation given to the NAF by Simon Pickering, Welsh Government.

9. Any Other Business

A couple of members raised the issue of walkers and duke of Edinburgh groups getting lost 
and the need for improved signage at key points. LL advised to email details of locations.

10. Date of next meeting

26th September 2019, Venue to be confirmed.
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